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lij  the  order  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  dated  March  23,  1891, 
Article  18,  Section  14,  it  is  prescribed  that  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  shall  “ prepare  an  Annual  Report,  to  be  made  to  the 
“ end  of  December  in  each  year,  comprising-  a summary  of  the 
“action  taken  during-  the  year  for  preventing  the  spread  of 
“ disease,  and  an  account  of  the  s.mitary  state  of  his  district 
“generally  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  report  shall  also 
“ contain  an  account  of  the  enquiries  which  he  has  made  as  to 
“conditions  injurious  to  health  existing  in  his  district,  and  of 
“ the  proceedings  in  which  he  has  taken  part  or  advised  under 
“the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  such  proceedings 

“relate  to  those  conditions;  and  also  an  account  of  the 
“ supervision  exercised  by  him,  or  on  his  advice,  for  sanitary 
“purposes  over  places  and  houses  that  the  Sanitary  Authori- 
“ ties  have  power  to  regulate,  with  the  nature  and  results  of 
“ any  proceedings  which  may  have  been  so  required  and  taken 
“ in  respect  of  the  same  during  the  year.  It  shall  also  record 
“ the  action  taken  by  him  or  on  his  advice,  during  the  year,  in 
“ regard  to  offensive  trades,  and  to  factories  and  workshops. 
“ The  report  shall  also  contain  tabular  statements  (on  forms 
“ to  be  supplied  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  or  to  the 
“ like  effect)  of  the  sickness  and  mortality  within  the  district, 
“classified  according  to  diseases,  ages,  and  localities.” 
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SANITARY  COMMITTEE. 

Chairman — Councillor  Morton. 
Vice-Chairman — Councillor  Calcott. 

The  Mayor. 

Alderman  Banks,  Marriott,  Singer,  Worwood. 
Councillors  Clements,  Corbett,  Webb  Fowler,  Lee, 

Phillips,  Webb,  West. 
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AT  12  O’CLOCK  NOON. 

CITY  HOSPITAL  COMMITTEE. 

Alderman  Worwood. 

Councillors  Calcott,  Clements,  Morton,  Lee, 

Phillips. 

FIXED  MEETINGS— EVER  V ALTERNATE  MONDAY, 

Being  the  day  preceding  the  fortnightly  meeting  of  the  Sanitary 

Committee 

AT  2-30  P.M.,  AT  THE  CITY  HOSPITAL. 
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COIEHTBY  DBBW  SPIIITBBY  DISTBICT. 


Ctoetttg-first  |^ntmal 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


^0  the  DyCayor,  ^«:?(lderinea  and  (Xouncillors  of  the 

(Lity  of  (Loventry. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Another  year  having  elapsed,  it  becomes  my  duty 
to  report  to  you  upon  the  sanitary  condition  of  your  district  during 
that  period,  and  to  render  an  account  of  the  proceedings  taken 
under  the  direction  of  your  authority  to  maintain  the  general 
health  of  the  City  and  to  improve  the  conditions  under  which  its 
inhabitants  live. 

The  main  features  of  the  year  were  briefly  as  follows. 

The  returns  of  the  Registrars  of  Births,  Marriages  and 
Deaths,  show  a low  birth  rate,  the  lowest  ever  recorded  with  one 
exception.  A low  marriage  rate,  and  a death  rate  of  17  per 
1000  of  the  population,  which  is  nearly  one  less  than  the  average 
for  ten  years.  The  Zymotic  death  rate  was  lower  than  in  the 
former  year,  but  was  still  above  the  average  ; this  arose  from  the 
high  mortality  from  infantile  diarrhoea  in  the  summer  months, 
following  the  high  temperatures  experienced  at  that  season,  and 
for  the  same  reason  the  infantile  death  rate,  although  lovfer  than  in 
the  two  previous  years,  was  aboye  the  average, 


Scarlet  fever  was  prevalent  throughout  the  whole  year,  and 
405  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital.  Whooping  cough  was 
prevalent  and  fatal,  and  a localised  outbreak  of  enteric  fever 
occurred.  Measles  was  less  prevalent  than  in  the  previous  year. 
No  case  of  small  pox  came  to  my  knowledge. 

The  continued  growth  of  the  population  was  evident,  and 
probably  amounted  to  about  600.  The  erection  of  new* 
dwelling  houses  progressed,  though  at  a somewhat  reduced  rate. 

Considerable  efforts  were  made  for  the  improvement  of  the 
lowest  class  of  dwellings  by  the  application  of  the  powers  conferred 
on  you  by  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Glasses  Act,  1890,  for 
closing  houses  unfit  for  habitation  and  removing  “ obstructive  ” 
buildings.  The  condition  of  the  industries  of  the  City  was  fairly 
prosperous,  (with  the  exception  of  the  watch  trade),  wages  were 
good  and  employment  easily  obtained,  especially  in  the  se«ond 
half  of  the  year  ; the  amount  of  poverty  therefore  that  existed 
cannot  have  been  sufficient  to  affect  the  health  of  the  population 
generally. 

With  regard  to  pauperism,  I am  informed  by  Mr.  Arch,  the 
Clerk  to  the  Guardians,  that  the  amount  spent  in  out*door  relief 
was ;^23o above  the  average  for  the  last  five  years;  the  number  of 
persons  relieved  out-doors  was  27  above,  while  the  number  of 
inmates  in  the  Workhouse  was  13  below,  the  average. 

Some  important  undertakings  were  completed  during  the  year 
that  mark  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  City,  the  principal  of 
which  were  as  follows  : — Providing  a second  source  of  water  and 
improving  and  increasing  the  supply  generally.  The  installation 
of  the  electric  light.  The  completion  of  the  electric  tramway,  a 
system  that  may  play  an  important  part  from  an  hygenic  point  of 
view,  by  enabling  the  artizan  to  reside  at  a greater  distance  from 
his  workshop,  thus  distributing  the  population  over  a greater  area, 
and  relieving  the  overcrowding  that  now  exists  around  the  centres 
of  industry. 
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The  following  Table  records  the  vital  statistics  and  general  growth  of 
the  City^  as  far  as  information  can  be  acquired. 

Coventry  was  constituted  a separate  County  by  Charter  of 
Henry  VI.,  1451. 

Incorporated  with  the  County  of  Warwick,  1842. 

Constituted  a separate  County  again,  1888. 

Area  = 3,126  acres. 

Density  of  population  = 17*91  per  acre. 


Year. 

Houses 

Inhabited. 

Vacant 

Building. 

Popula- 

!>Iortality. 

Zjrmotic 

Mortality. 

Deaths 
ander  one 
year  per 
1000  born. 

Birth 

Bate. 

1586 

• • • • 

• • • • 

6,502 

• « • e 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

1643 

• • • • 

• • « • 

9,500 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• ♦ • • 

• • • • 

1723 

1,934 

• • » • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

1748 

2,066 

• • • • 

» • • • 

12,817 

32? 

• • • • 

• • • 

35  ? 

1801 

2,930 

• • • • 

• • • • 

16,034 

• • • • 

• • • e 

• • • • 

• • • • 

1811 

3,448 

*60 

12 

17,923 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• « • • 

• • • • 

1821 

3,729 

♦114 

38 

21,448 

• • • • 

• • e • 

• • • • 

t • • • 

1831 

5,444 

*421 

22 

27,298 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

1841 

6,531 

*590 

43 

31,032 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• e • • 

Ten  Years’  Average 

. 

1851 

7,783 

♦151 

111 

36,812 

27 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

1861 

8,991 

*1,026 

24 

40,936 

25 

• • • e 

• e • • 

• « • • 

1871 

8,535 

♦816 

4 

37,670 

22 

• • • • 

e • • • 

• • • • 

1881 

9,223 

*643 

43 

42,111 

20 

8-3 

150 

86-4 

1891 

11,496 

*284 

117 

52,720 

18-5 

V 

1-7 

142 

82 

1886 

10,334 

286 

160 

45,500 

201 

3-7 

161 

33 

1887 

10,470 

349 

199 

46,500 

171 

1-4 

131 

30-8 

1888 

10,602 

370 

166 

47,500 

17-3 

1*2 

161 

26-8 

1889 

10,988 

215 

93 

48,500 

18-8 

2-3 

148 

80-9 

1890 

11,277 

112 

201 

49,500 

20*4 

1.9 

160 

31-3 

1891 

11.496 

*284 

117 

62,720 

19'6 

1-6  . 

167 

32*1 

1892 

11,789 

114 

92 

54,000 

15-4 

•85 

117 

31-7 

1893 

11,989 

165 

79 

54,700 

17*1 

11 

160 

29-9 

1894 

12,134 

213 

56 

55,300 

16  1 

21 

157 

28*9 

1895 

12,223 

261 

56,000 

17- 

2* 

152 

28-1 

♦ This  number  includes  all  business  offices,  whether  in  dwelling  houses  or 
factories,  if  not  occupied  on  the  night  the  Census  was  taken. 
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Population  and  Cfoi/i^th  of  tho  City. 

In  a population  enumerated  once  in  ten  years  only,  and  subject  to 
fluctuation,  the  difficulty  of  forming-  an  estimate  of  its  numbers, 
and  the  error  in  doing  so,  increase  in  proportion  as  each  year  of 
the  decennial  period  passes  until  the  next  census  is  taken.  In 
Coventry  in  1891  it  was  discovered  that  the  population  had  been 
over  estimated  by  4000,  and  in  other  places  even  greater  errors  had 
crept  in.  To  avoid  this  it  has  been  suggested  that  a quinquennial 
enumeration  should  take  place.  I believe  that  this  might  be  done 
locally,  at  least  in  your  district,  without  a great  amount  of  trouble 
or  expense.  The  subject  is  one  worthy  of  your  attention,  and  if 
contemplated  the  enumeration  should  be  made  in  the  year  1896. 
In  calculating  the  addition  to  be  made  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
district  since  the  census,  I have  based  my  estimate  on  the 
record  of  the  natural  increase  of  the  population^  and  also  upon  the 
number  of  houses  known  to  be  inhabited  in  the  City  at 
midsummer. 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  from  the  date  of  the  last 
census  to  midsummer  1895  was  3,285,  which  added  to  the  1891 
population  would  bring  the  number  up  to  56,009. 

Estimating  the  population  from  the  number  of  inhabited 
houses  at  the  same  date,  a very  similar  result  is  arrived  at  as 
follows. 


Number  of  inhabited  houses,  midsum- 
mer, 1894 

12,134 

New  houses  built  and  occupied  to  mid- 
summer, 1895  ... 

160 

Deduct  3 houses  demolished,  and  an 
excess  of  48  houses  unoccupied  in 

12,294 

1895  over  1894  ... 

5^ 

Total  inhabited  houses,  1895... 

12,243 

Average  persons  per  house,  as  shown  by 
■ census  1891 

= 4'58 

Population 

56,062 

j It  appears  fair  therefore  to  assume  that  the  population  at 
midsummer  1895,  amounted  approximately  to  56,000. 

VJards. 


WlEDS. 

Occupied 
Houses,  1891 

Vacant 
Houses,  1891 

Built  since 
1891. 

Vacant 
Houses,  1895 

Demolished 
since  1891. 

Estimated 

Population 

1895. 

Death  Bate, 
1895. 

Av’r’ge  Death 
Rate  for  past 
5 years. 

Gosford-stfeet . , 

2,876 

32 

307 

56 

11 

14  026 

16-4 

14-9 

Bishop-street  . . 

2,742 

24 

266 

36 

2 

13-399 

14-8 

15-9 

Earl-street 

2,182 

67 

205 

57 

9 

11-180 

14-8 

14-4 

White  Friars’  . . 

1,935 

117 

17 

54 

8 

8-873 

17-4 

l«-0 

Spon-street 

1,736 

44 

66 

58 

38 

8-522 

12-0 

13-6 

■ 

11,490 

284 

861 

261 

68 

56-000 
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Building  operations  were  most  active  in  Earl  Street  Ward,  the 
greatest  number  of  houses  having  been  completed  in  that  district, 
though  Bishop  Street  and  Gosford  Street  were  nearly  equal  in  this 
respect.  No  dwellings  were  erected  in  White  Friars’  Ward  during 
the  year,  and  only  17  have  been  built  since  1891. 

The  number  of  houses  void  at  midsummer  was  48  greater 
than  in  the  previous  year.  Bishop  Street  Ward  had  fewer 
unoccupied  houses,  but  in  all  the  others  the  number  was  higher. 

Nei/i^  Buildings, 

Your  Authority  approved  of  plans  which  were  presented  for 
the  erection  of  the  following  buildings  : — 

Dwelling  Houses.  Factories.  Miscellaneous  Buildings.  Total 

145.  9.  72.  226. 

Th  ese  plans  were  all  examined  by  your  Surveyor  and  Medical 
Officer,  and  in  many  cases  amended  at  their  suggestion  before 
receiving  your  sanction.  The  number  of  plans  sanctioned,  and  the 
number  of  dwellings  which  it  was  proposed  to  construct,  were 
respectively  58  and  38  less  than  in  the  former  year. 

Buildings  completed  and  inspected  by  your  building  Surveyor  : 

Houses.  Factories.  Chapel.  Sclibol.  Miscellaneous.  Total. 

129.  10.  I.  I.  65.  206. 

The  total  number  of  buildings  completed  was  84  less  than  in 
1894;  the  dwelling  houses  being  71  less.  Doubtless  the  somewhat 
depressed  condition  of  local  industries  in  1894  gave  a check  to 
building  operations.  The  additional  number  of  houses  erected 
was,  however,  sufficient  to  accommodate  the  increased  population. 

lUarWa^es. 

The  accompanying  table  shows  the  number  of  marriages  and 
marriage  rate  for  the  past  5 years.  The  rate  was  higher  than  that 
for  the  four  preceding  years,  but  was  still  much  below  the  average 
for  the  country  generally. 


Year. 

Number  of  Marriages. 

. iiS 

Bate. 

Bate  for  England.  1 

1891 

441 

8-3 

15-6 

1892 

416 

7-7 

15-4 

1893 

403 

7-3 

14-7 

1894 

451 

8-1 

15- 

1895 

471 

8-6 

Not  yet  published. 

Births, 


Holy  Trinity  Parish. 

• • 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

431 

+ 

602  = 

933 

St.  John’s  Parish 

• « 

328 

+ 

318  = 

646 

759 

820  = 

1579 

The  birth  rate  was  2*2  below  the  average  for  the  last  ten  years, 
and  was  the  lowest  ever  recorded  with  one  exception.  The  falling  off 
in  this  respect  is  extraordinary,  and  progresses  year  by  year.  In  the 
year  i860  the  birth  rate  was  40,  so  that  in  that  year,  with  a popu- 
lation of  only  41,000  persons,  the  actual  number  of  births  registered 
was  nearly  100  more  than  it  was  last  year. 

There  were  35  illegitimate  births,  being  2*2  per  cent,  of  the 
total,  against  i *8,  and  2*5  in  the  two  previous  years. 
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Table  op  Deaths  dueins  the  year  1S95,  ih  the  Oovkntey  Urban  Sanitary  District,  Classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities 
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' The  general  death  rate  for  Coventry  for  the  year  1895  ^7* 

per  1,000  of  the  population,  estimating  the  latter  at  56,000. 


Town. 

Population 

1895. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate 

1895. 

Zymotic 

Death 

Rate. 

Deaths 
under  one 
year  per 
1000  births 

Death  Rate 
Average  for 
past  4 yrs. 

Birmingham  .,. 

496.751 

32-3 

19-9 

2-6 

182 

19-9 

Nottingham 

229,775 

29-7 

18-6 

2-5 

189 

17-8 

Leicester 

193,839 

30-7 

17-1 

3*3 

206 

17-1 

Derby 

101,770 

28-5 

16-7 

1-7 

157-4 

17-0 

Wolverhampton 

85,781 

35*4 

24*2 

5-1 

217 

21-7 

Northampton 

64,672 

29-7 

14-1 

1-4 

145-5 

15-2 

West  Bromwich 

63,000 

35-3 

18-3 

2-6 

157 

18-8 

COVENTRY  ••  •• 

56,000 

28T 

170 

20 

152 

16-6 

" Worcester  . . . . ; . 

43,994 

31-0 

21-3 

2-18 

259 

19-8 

Urban  Population, 

100  large  towns  . . 

20,550,051 

19-5 

Kural  Population 

9,843,125 

15*5 

England  . . . . . . 

30,394,000 

30-3 

18-7 

" In  comparison  with  othei*  districts  the  death  rate  is  distinctly 
favourable.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  that  the  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  18*7,  while  that  in  100  of  the  largest  Urban  Districts 
averaged  19*5,  so  that  Coventry  was  2*5  below  the  average  urban 
death  rate,  and  i *7  less  than  the  rate  for  the  country  generally.  Com- 
pared with  the  neighbouring  midland  towns,  Northampton  and 
Derby  had  lower  rates  last  year,  but  on  the  average  for  four  years 
Coventry  had  the  lowest  rate  with  the  exception  of  Northampton. 
The  rate  of  mortality  in  the  year  1895,  was  i*i  less  than  the 
average  for  the  last  ten  years. 

The  cause  of  death  was  certified  by  a medical  practitioner  in 
897  cases,  in  43  instances  inquests  were  held,  and  in  13  cases  the 
cause  of  death  was  uncertified. 

Coventry.  England. 

Percentage  of  certified  deaths  94*2  % 91*7  % 

Inquests  ...  ...  4-5  % 6'  % 

Uncertified  deaths  ...  i *3  % 2*3  % 

Coventry  compares  favourably  with  the  rest  of  the  country  in 
respect  to  the  certification  of  deaths.  A greater  proportion  of  cases 
are  vouched  for  by  a rhedical  certificate,  fewer  persons  die  without 
having  been  attended  by  a medical  practitioner,  and  the  cases  in 
which  it  is  considered  necessary  to  hold  an  inquest  are  fewer. 

The  extent  to  which  the  death  rate  is  influenced  by  meteoro- 
logical conditions  is  well  illustrated  in  the  history  of  1895.  With  a 
view  to  demonstrate  this,  I append  a chart  of  the  temperature,  the 
rainfall,  and  the  death  rate  for  the  year.  Extremes,  more  especially 
of  temperature,  are  unfavourable  to  life.  Two  or  three  weeks  after 
their  occurrence  the  effect  is  noticed  by  an  elevation  in  the  death 
rate.  Last  year  commenced  with  an  unusually  low  mortality  owing 
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to  the  mildness  of  the  previous  months.  The  first  two  weeks  were 
cold,  the  third  was  mild,  but  then  set  in  the  severe  and  unprecedented 
cold,  the  effect  of  which  was  to  send  up  the  death  rate  from  1 1 to 
45.  From  this  point  it  slowly  fell  with  the  return  of  more  temperate 
conditions,  but  did  not  resume  its  normal  proportions  until  April. 
During  the  4 weeks  ending  March  23rd,  166  deaths  took  place,  of 
which  88  or  one  half  were  due  to  inflammatory  diseases  of  the  respi- 
ratory organs,  caused  by  exposure  to  the  low  temperature.  Upon 
old  people  this  was  very  fatal ; one  half  of  the  deaths  occurred  in 
persons  over  60  years.  In  the  mild  weather  of  April  and  May  the 
rate  again  fell  to  1 1 ; but  the  high  temperature  of  June  and  July 
and  the  absence  of  rainfall  created  unfavourable  conditions  of  the 
opposite  character,  to  those  existing  earlier  in  the  year,  with  the 
result  that  a fresh  elevation  in  the  mortality  curve  took  place, 
principally  owing  to  fatalities  from  Infantile  Diarrhoea.  Rainfall  in 
summer  performs  a most  important  sanitary  function,  it  cleanses 
and  cools  the  air  and  the  earth,  it  flushes  the  sewers  and  gullies  of 
offensive  putrescible  matters  and  fills  up,  and  thus  renders  effective 
the  drain  traps,  while  its  absence  produces  a very  unwholsome  state 
of  things.  A glance  at  the  chart  will  show^  how  in  June,  in  the 
absence  of  rain  and  the  presence  of  a high  temperature  the  death 
rate  ran  up  from  12  to  32,  and  also  how'  the  advent  of  the  rains  in 
July  w’as  followed  by  a great  reduction,  notwithstanding  the 
continuance  of  a temperature  above  60°.  After  July  the  conditions 
were  again  favourable  and  the  minimum  rate  for  the  year  was 
reached  in  September,  as  is  usually  the  case.  The  year  terminated 
with  very  temperate  and  favourable  conditions  and  a low  mortality 

Dividing  the  year  into  quarters,  the  death  rate  was  highest 
during  the  extremes  of  temperature  in  the  first  and  third,  and 
lowest  in  the  temperate  seasons  during  the  second  and  fourth 
quarters. 

First  quarter  Second  quarter  Third  quarter  Fourth  quarter 
death  rate.  death  rate.  death  rate  death  rate. 

20*7  15.7  17*1  15* 

TubGtculosis, 

There  was  some  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  under  this 
head,  especially  from  Phthisis  or  Pulmonary  Consumption.  This, 
how'ever,  appears  to  be  an  accidental  circumstance  of  the  year,  as 
the  rate  from  this  cause  in  Coventry,  taken  over  ten  years,  is  low, 
the  average  being  1*3  per  1,000  of  the  population  against  1*63 
for  the  Country  generally. 

Lun^  D/seases. 

There  is  one  pleasing  feature  revealed  by  the  statistics  in 
respect  to  the  above  to  which  I would  direct  attention.  The  num- 
ber of  deaths  from  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  (Bronchitis, 
Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy)  has  been  steadily  decreasing  for  some 
years.  The  figures  for  the  last  six  years  are  as  follows  : 

1890.  1891,  1892.  ^^93*  1894.  ^895. 

222.  285.  i88.  182.  170.  164. 


Month.  I JANUARY.  I FEBRUARY]  MARCH.  APRIL.  MAY.  f JUN.E.  JULY.  I AUGUST.  I SEPTEMBER!  OCTOBER.!  NOVEMBER.!  DECEMBER. 
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This  is  not  simply  due  to  more  favourable  meteorological 
conditions,  for  these  were  untoward  enough  last  year.  I believe 
the  alteration  in  the  character  of  the  population  is  the  more  prob- 
able explanation  of  the  improvement.  Weavers  and  watchmakers, 
more  especially  the  latter,  are  rendered  easy  victims  to  disease  of 
this  class,  owing  to  the  conditions  under  which  they  work,  in  small 
overheated  and  badly  ventilated  shops,  and  without  sufficient 
physical  exercise  to  sustain  a vigorous  vitality.  The  operatives  in 
the  cycle  industry  who  have  largely  supplanted  the  old  population 
are  free  from  these  disadvantages. 


Infantile  D/Iortalit}/, 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  per  looo  births  amounted  to 
I 52,  which  is  less  than  the  rate  for  the  two  preceding  years  and  less 
than  the  general  rate  for  England  and  Wales  ; it  is  however  still 
above  the  average  rate  for  Coventry,  and  is  higher  than  it  ought  to 
be.  Owing  to  the  excessive  fatality  from  Infantile  Diarrhoea  in 
consequence  of  the  hot  summer,  the  death  rate  of  infants  was  higher 
generally  in  most  districts.  In  Coventry,  however,  the  increased 
fatality  from  that  disease  was  more  than  counterbalanced  by  a 
diminution  in  the  deaths  taking  place  from  other  diseases,  so  that 
on  the  whole  there  were  fewer  deaths,  and  the  rate  has  fallen 
instead  of  showing  a great  increase,  as  it  does  in  many  districts. 
Northampton  is  the  only  Midland  town  in  the  above  table  in  which 
the  rate  was  lower,  whereas  in  the  other  seven  towns  the  average 
was  as  much  as  43  higher  than  Coventry. 


Zi/motic  Disease. 


Infantile  Diarrhoea. — Sixty-one  deaths  were  registered  from 
this  cause  last  year,  causing  an  addition  of  one  to  the  general,  and 
one  to  the  Zymotic  death  rate,  this  disease  being  classified  by  the 
Registrar  General  under  that  head. 

( 

i 

The  mortality  from  this  cause  was  great.  Only  once  during 
the  last  twenty  years  has  the  rate  for  the  last  year  been  exceeded 
(1880).  In  that  year  there  were  99  deaths,  last  year  there*  were  61, 
but  in  no  other  year  did  the  number  amount  to  mpre  than  50. 

A careful  investigation  was  made  by  me  in  each  fatal  case  as 
to  the  conditions  under  which  the  incidence  of  the  disease  took 
place,  the  result  being  to  confirm  the  experience  that  I have  already 
set  forth  in  several  Reports  to  your  Authority. 


A mean  temperature  of  60°  or  over,  absence  of  rainfall,  a 
polluted  atmosphere,  and  artificial  feeding  of  the  infant  combine, 
and  I bplieve  are  each  essential,  in  the  production  of  the  malady, 
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Babies  who  are  wholly  fed  on  breast  milk  rarely  suffer.  It  is 
through  the  medium  of  artificial  food  that  the  morbid  material  is 
introduced  into  the  system,  unwholesome  changes  in  which  are 
probably  brought  about  by  microbes  from  a polluted  atmosphere. 
The  above  mentioned  conditions  are  highly  favourable  to  bacterial 
growth  and  cultivation,  and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  cause 
of  this  disease  will  be  found  to  be  of  a similar  character  to  that  of 
true  cholera,  which  it  so  closely  resembles  as  to  earn  the  title 
“ cholera  infantum.”  The  absence  of  rain  is  particularly  favourable 
for  the  development  of  this  and  other  choleraic  diseases,  for  the 
reasons  already  alluded  to. 


The  subject  is  one  that  is  receiving  an  immense  amount  of 
attention  just  now,  and  until  it  is  cleared  up  the  most  effective 
remedies  are  the  feeding  of  infants  on  their  natural  sustenance  and 
the  removal  from  the  dwellings  and  their  surroundings  of  all  con- 
ditions calculated  to  pollute  either  the  earth,  the  air  or  the  water. 


Compulsoti/  Notification  of  infectious 

Disease, 

Certificates  for  the  notification  of  cases  of  infectious  disease 
were  received  as  follows  : — 


Jan. 

Feb. 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

I Aug. 

• 

•4^ 

ft 

ai 

on 

O 

o 

> 

o 

55 

Dec. 

1895. 

1894. 

1893. 

1892. 

Small  Pox 

23 

30 

1 

Cholera  . . . . 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

2 

2 

6 

14 

6 

6 

Mem.  Croup  . . 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

7 

4 

18 

Erysipelas  , . 

5 

8 

1 

7 

6 

8 

6 

6 

5 

14 

14 

5 

84 

109 

145 

68 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

33 

32 

29 

18 

34 

63 

57 

37 

42 

24 

37 

33 

439 

385 

30 

37 

Typhoid  Fever 

3 

1 

1 

1 

8 

4 

6 

11 

9 

5 

3 

2 

49 

14 

40 

53 

Continued  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

8 

1 

5 

4 

Puerperal  Fevei 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

9 

5 

9 

13 

Measles  • . . . 

1 

1 

2 

8 

10 

13 

7 

8 

9 

34 

25 

118 

2353 

39 

305 

44 

41 

33 

32 

53 

87 

81 

62 

68 

57 

91 

70 

j719 

2911 

308 

500 

TABLE  (B). 

Table  op  Population,  Bikths,  and  op  New  Cases  op  Infectious  Sickness  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
during  the  year  1895,  in  the  Coventry  Urban  Sanitary  District ; classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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Scarlet  Feveri — The  epidemic  of  this  disease,  which  com- 
menced about  midsummer  1894,  continued  throughout  the  year 
1895.  The  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  earlier  months 
dropped  down,  and  the  disease  seemed  to  be  disappearing  from  the 
district ; but  in  the  month  of  May  it  commenced  to  increase  again, 
and  continued  to  do  so  until  August,  since  which  date  it  has  been 
diminishing,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  fewer  cases  than 
had  been  experienced  for  18  months. 

The  total  number  of  cases  notified  was  439,  being  38  more 
than  in  the  previous  year,  and  many  more  than  had  ever  been 
registered  in  any  former  year ; this  however  did  not  arise  from  a 
greater  prevalence  of  the  disease,  but  from  the  fact  that  the 
Compulsory  Notification  Act  brings  to  light  a far  greater  proportion 
of  the  cases  that  occur  than  the  voluntary  system  of  notification 
that  previously  existed. 

D uring  the  four  years,  1890  to  1893,  there  was  a comparative 
absence  of  Scarlet  Fever  from  the  district,  and  after  such  a period 
it  is  well  known  that  the  disease,  if  introduced,  is  likely  to  become 
prevalent  owing  to  the  number  of  susceptible  children  that  have 
come  into  existence  who  have  not  already  had  the  disease.  This 
fact  accounts  in  a measure  for  its  extension  last  year. 

Compulsory  notification  has  not  been  in  force  for  sufficiently 
long  to  enable  a judgment  to  be  formed  as  to  whether  the 
precautions  that  it  enables  the  Sanitary  Authority  to  take,  such  as 
hospital  isolation,  etc.,  will  eventually  stamp  out  the  disease,  but, 
judging  from  the  diminishing  number  of  deaths  that  have  taken 
place  in  each  succeeding  outbreak  during  the  last  20  years, 
concurrent  with  the  gradual  extension  of  the  hospital  isolation 
system,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  precautions  have  had  a 
powerful  effect  in  controlling  the  dissemination  of  the  malady. 

Reviewing  the  21  years  that  have  elapsed  since  the  opening 
of  your  hospital  there  were  four  epidemic  periods,  with  the 
following  mortality. 


Outbreak  1874  to  1876, 

Deaths 

'8s 

II  1880  II 

1882, 

II 

1 I I 

1?  1885  II 

1889, 

II 

52 

II  1894  II 

1896, 

II 

29 

In  the  first  epidemic  only  one  per  cent,  of  the  cases  that 
occurred,  or  probably  less,  were  isolated  in  hospital.  Since  that 
time  the  proportion  has  increased  annually  until  last  year  when 
92  % per  were  thus  isolated.  Assuming  that  the  proportion  of 
deaths,  to  the  total  number  of  cases  was  the  same  in  1874  as  last 
year,  there  cannot  have  been  less  than  4,000  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  in  the  district  in  that  outbreak,  or  about  one  half  of  the 
children  in  the  City  under  10  years  of  age.  That  outbreak  was  an 
unusually  extensive  one,  even  for  those  days,  when  the  disease  was 
unrestricted  by  the  precautions  that  are  now  taken.  It  was  the 
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first  that  occurred  after  the  commencement  of  the  compulsory 
attendance  of  children  at  school,  and  the  experience  of  that 
epidemic  and  of  every  outbreak  that  has  since  taken  place  in  the 
City,  goes  to  prove  that  the  compulsory  association  of  such  large 
numbers  of  children  at  schools  is  a powerful  factor  in  the  dissemina- 
tion of  disease  of  this  nature.  The  maintenance  of  isolation 
hospitals  therefore  must  be  looked  upon  as  a necessary  part  of  the 
elementary  education  system  of  the  country,  without  which  schools 
would  be  dessimated  with  scarlet  fever  and  other  infectious  diseases 
as  they  were  in  1874. 

I put  this  matter  thus  fully,  as  it  is  only  necessary  that  these 
facts  should  be  fully  known  and  appreciated  in  order  to  justify 
the  large  outlay  that  is  proposed  to  be  incurred  in  the  exten- 
sion and  improvement  of  your  isolation  hospitals. 

I reported  to  your  committee  upon  a dangerous  practice  of 
sending  children  from  schools  to  the  houses  of  those  who  are 
absent,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  such  absence.  As  this 
frequently  is  due  to  infectious  illness,  the  messenger  runs  a 
considerable  risk,  and  I have  known  the  disease  to  be  contracted 
in  this  way.  A circular  was  despatched  to  the  school  managers  of 
the  district  warning  them  of  the  danger,  but  the  practice  continues 
notwithstanding. 

The  precautions  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease 
were  of  the  usual  routine  character,  92%  of  the  notified  cases 
were  removed  to  the  hospital,  the  houses  of  those  who  were  left  at 
home  were  visited,  and  disinfectants  and  printed  bills  of  precautions 
were  distributed  free  of  charge.  Houses  were  disinfected,  and  the 
clothing  and  bedding  disinfected  by  steam.  Children  were  stopped 
from  attending  school  during  the  period  of  infection,  and  the 
school  managers  were  informed  by  notice  of  the  fact. 

Enteric  Fever. — Typhoid  fever  was  present  to  a greater 
extent  than  in  1894.  Forty  cases  v/ere  notified,  with  six  deaths. 
In  two  of  the  latter  instances  the  disease  was  contracted  outside 
the  district.  Three  fourths  of  these  cases  occurred  in  connection 
with  an  outbreak  that  took  place  in  the  vicinity  of  Chauntry 
Place.  It  will  be  observed  in  the  accompanying  map  how 
unfavourable  are  the  conditions  of  life  generally  in  this 
neighbourhood.  Ventilation  is  difficult,  the  streets  are  narrow, 
mere  passages  in  some  instances,  the  houses  high,  generally  three 
storeys,  are  far  too  thickly  crowded  on  the  ground,  and  are 
inhabited  by  the  poorest  class  of  the  community  ; the 
conditions  therefore  are  favourable  for  the  spread  of  any  disease 
that  is  capable  of  dissemination. 

The  first  case  was  notified  on  the  12th  of  June,  at  No.  8,  court 
I,  Hales  Street,  near  the  lower  end  of  Chauntry  Place.  In  this 
court  5 other  cases  occurred,  and  the  disease  subsequently  invaded 
Chauntry  Place  and  the  courts  on  either  side,  extending  as  far  as 
Cook  Street  and  Henry  Street.  There  was  no  sudden  outbreak  of 
many  cases  together — on  the  contrary  they  continued  to  occur  at 
intervals  for  six  months.  In  all  30  persons  suffered  and  2 died. 
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Turning-  to  an  inquiry  into  the  cause  of  this  prevalence,  the 
water  and  milk  supply,  which  so  often  constitute  the  medium  in 
which  infection  is  conveyed,  may  at  once  be  dismissed  from  con- 
sideration. The  water  in  all  cases  was  derived  from  the  town  mains 
and  was  above  suspicion.  With  regard  to  milk  there  was  not  that 
sudden  outburst  of  cases  that  characterises  milk  epidemics,  and  no 
evidence  in  this  direction  was  obtainable.  The  more  probable 
explanation,  and  one  consistent  with  the  history  of  the  outbreak  is 
that  the  disease  was  transmitted  by  means  of  sewer  gases,  or  by  the 
emanations  from  blocked  water  closets.  The  latter  condition  I have 
very  frequently  found  to  exist  in  connection  with  typhoid  outbreaks, 
where  persons  using  the  same  closets,  but  having  nothing  else  in 
common,  become  infected,  particularly  if  any  stoppage  of  the  drain 
takes  place.  The  conditions  in  respect  to  both  public  sewers  and 
private  drains  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  In  Chauntry  Place 
man-holes  in  the  foot-paths,  over  which  children  assembled  at  play, 
were  open,  and  the  gullies  were  defective.  In  the  Courts  the  traps 
on  the  drains  were  often  disconnected  and  useless  to  prevent  the 
escape  of  sewer  gas,  while  the  rain  water  pipes  almost  invariably  dis- 
charged directly  into  the  sewer  and  the  joints  were  rarely  found  to 
be  air-tight.  Beneath  the  house  in  which  the  first  case  took  place, 
and  extending  under  others  at  the  rear,  the  inhabitants  of  which 
were  subsequently  infected,  an  old  and  untrapped  drain  was  dis- 
covered, in  free  communication  with  the  sewer.  There  must  have 
been  an  abundant  escape  of  sewer  air  into  and  around  the  houses 
generally,  and  in  the  absence  of  rain  the  sewers  probably  were  not 
very  clean,  so  that  an  offensive  emanations  took  place  from  numerous 
outlets.  Defects  of  this  description  are  marked  on  the  map  by  a 
small  cross,  and  it  is  worthy  of  notice  how  numerous  they  are.  It 
will  also  be  noticed  how  frequently  the  inhabitants  of  the  houses 
residing  nearest  the  points  indicated  suffered.  In  other  instances 
the  cases  are  grouped  round  water  closets  that  were  blocked  and 
out  of  order. 

The  precautions  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  fever  were 
principally  devoted  to  remedying  the  defects  alluded  to.  The  man 
holes  were  sealed  up,  the  rain  water  pipes  cut  off  from  the  sewer, 
new  gullies  and  new  traps  were  put  in,  and  the  sewer  was  ventilated 
by  a shaft  taken  up  to  the  top  of  the  houses,  and  the  sewers  were 
flushed  with  disinfectants.  Notwithstanding  this,  cases  of  the  disease 
continued  to  crop  up  for  several  months.  Unfortunately  it  was 
impossible  to  apply  the  only  really  effective  precaution,  that  of 
removing  the  infected  to  hospital,  owing  to  the  want  of  accommo- 
dation. Had  the  first  case  been  removed  it  is  tolerably  certain 
that  the  outbreak  would  have  been  prevented,  and  the  lives  of  two 
men  would  have  been  saved,  one  of  whom  left  a widow  and  family 
of  young  children  unprovided  for. 

Diphtherial — Only  six  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified 
during  the  year,  three  of  which  proved  fatal.  On 
the  whole  Coventry  is  unusually  free  from  Diphtheria,  and  while  it 
continues  to  increase  in  many  other  Urban  Districts  it  does  not  do 
so  here. 
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Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent,  and  caused  20  deaths  against 
25  in  the  former  year.  The  disease  is  essentially  an  infectious  one, 
and  has  destroyed  more  lives  during’  the  last  20  years  than  any 
other  of  the  infectious  diseases.  It  is  to  be  regretted  therefore 
that  it  should  be  excluded  from  the  operation  of  the  Compulsory 
Notification  Act,  and  that  no  efforts  should  be  made  towards  its 
prevention. 


Small  PoXi — After  a period  of  considerable  activitity  Small 
Pox  has  shown  a tendency  to  disappear  again,  and  was  much  less 
prevalent  throughout  the  country  last  year  than  it  had  been 
previously.  No  case  was  notified  to  me,  or  was  known  to  exist  in. 
the  district.  ~ 


Vaccination, 

In  connection  with  the  prevention  of  ^mall  pox  I would  again 
direct  your  attention  to  the  vaccination  statistics  for  Coventry,  by 
which  it  will  be  observed  that  the  Acts  have  become  a dead  letter, 
and  the  number  of  unvaccinated  children  accumulates  rapidly. 


Year. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Unfit  for  Vac- 
cination, etc. 

Vaccinated. 

Unvaccinated. 

Percen- 
tage Vac- 
cinated. 

1889 

1512 

187 

51 

1273 

0 

96- 

1890 

1544 

182 

30 

1221 

111 

89- 

1891 

1727 

228 

24 

587 

888 

39- 

1892 

1718 

174 

26 

118 

1400 

7-6 

1893 

1630 

193 

28 

105 

1304 

7-2 

1894 

1590 

170 

0 

103 

1317 

7.7 

1895 

1629 

186 

0 

65 

1378 

4-5 

6398 

As  the  Board  of  Guardians  have  decided  not  to  enforce  the 
Acts  pending  the  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  which  is  enquiring 
into  the  subject,  this  accumulation  of  unvaccinated  children  will 
for  the  present  continue,  as  the  Commission  is  still  sitting  and  gives 
no  evidence  of  having  concluded  its  deliberations.  A similar  condi- 
tion of  things  exists  in  several  other  districts  where  the  Report  is 
awaited,  a very  grave  responsibility  therefore  rests  on  the  members 
of  the  Commission  for  so  long  delaying  their  decision.  How  far 
it  is  possible  to  control  Small  Pox  in  an  unvaccinated  population, 
by  the  machinery  now  in  force,  (notification  and  isolation),  there  is 
no  experience  to  show,  but  it  should  be  clearly  understood  that 
the  improved  sanitary  condition  of  the  country  generally  cannot  be 
relied  on  to  prevent  the  occurrence  or  spread  of  the  disease,  a 
fallacy  that  is  frequently  put  forward  by  Anti-Vaccinators. 


As  a means  for  preventing  the  dissemination  of  infectious 
disease,  an  effort  was  made  by  the  Sanitary  Committee  to  establish 
a system  of  inter-notification  by  which  the  outbreak  of  such  disease 
in  one  district  would  be  notified  to  the  Authority  of  any  other  that 
might  be  concerned.  Several  cases  occurred  that  suggested  the 
advisibility  of  such  an  arrangement.  In  one  instance,  a case  of 
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Small  Pox  that  appeared  at  Tamworth  was  traced  as  having  come 
recently  from  Coventry.  The  medical  officer  notified  the  fact  to 
me,  and  on  enquiry  I discovered  in  the  house  from  which  the  person 
had  gone  two  cases  of  modified  and  unrecognised  Small  Pox  that 
might  easily  have  started  an  epidemic  if  they  had  not  been 
discovered  in  this  way.  In  another  instance  a servant  on  a dairy 
farm  in  Foleshill,  from  which  milk  was  supplied  into  your  district, 
was  found  to  be  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever,  and  was  being  treated 
in  the  house  of  the  farmer  because  there  was  no  isolation  hospital 
in  that  district;  in  both  cases  the  patients  were  removed  to  your 
hospital.  A meeting  was  called  by  the  Sanitary  Committee  on 
the  8th  of  January,  to  consider  the  snbject  of  inter  notification,  and 
representatives  from  the  following  districts  attended  : — 


Meriden 
Warwick 
Rugby 
Foleshill 
Kenilworth 
Chilvers  Coton 


Rural  District  Council. 


II 

II 

II 


II 

II 

II 

II 

II 


II 

II 

II 

u 

II 


Resolutions  were  passed  approving  of  the  suggestion,  and  of 
offering  a fee  of  2/6  for  each  case  notified.  All  the  Authorities 
represented  subsequently  agreed  to  confirm  these  resolutions,  with 
the  exception  of  Foleshill,  whose  Authority  would  not  pay  for  the 
information.  As  Foleshill  is  continuous  with  Coventry  and  contains 
a large  urban  population,  the  failure  of  that  Authority  to  perform 
its  functions  in  protection  of  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  forms  a 
distinct  danger  to  your  district.  There  is  no  isolation  hospital  in 
the  district,  and  at  least  twice  during  the  year  cases  of  fever  had 
to  be  admitted  into  your  hospital  from  that  district. 


The  Cfty  Hospital, 

Owing  to  the  continued  prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever,  the 
number  of  cases  removed  to  your  hospital  was  greater  than  during 
any  previous  year.  The  total  number  treated,  including  55  in 
hospital  on  the  1st  of  January,  1895,  was  463.  With  the  exception 
of  one  case,  all  were  suffering  on  admission  from  Scarlet  Fever  ; 
two  developed  Measles  after  admission,  and  a troublesome  out- 
break of  Chicken  Pock  (varicella)  took  place,  from  which  27 
children  suffered.  The  disease  was  very  prevalent  in  the  City 
generally,  and  many  children  when  admitted  were  incubating  the 
maiaay,  or  were  actually  suffering  from  it  in  the  infectious  stage, 
and  great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  preventing  its  extension  to 
the  ether  children,  notvrithstanding  that  all  cases  upon  discovery 
were  immediately  removed  to  a separate  building. 

The  average  number  of  patients  in  the  hospital  daily  was  58*4. 
The  two  brick  pavilions  were  occupied  during  the  whole  of  the 
time.  The  Iron  Hospital  was  occupied  during  8 months,  and  the 
Factory  from  June  to  October,  during  the  greater  pre- 
valence of  scarlet  fever. 
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MONTHLY  ADMISSIONS. 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apl.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct,  Nov.  Dec. 


30  33  26  17  33  60 

47  38 

41  22  32 

30 

In  Hospital  January  ist,  1893 

55* 

Recovered 

448. 

Admitted 

...  4^5* 

Died  ... 

15- 

Nurses  Infected 

...  3. 

Mortality  2 ’5  % 

463- 

Infected  persons  were  removed  from  377  families,  and  put  of 
these  in  367  instances  the  first  removal  was  effectual  in  preventing 
the  further  extension  of  the  disease  in  the  household.  In  ten 
cases  a second  member  of  the  family  fell  with  the  fever  within  18 
days  of  the  first  case  returning  home  from  hospital,  and 
probably  the  infection  was  conveyed  back  to  the  home  in  this  way, 
but  still,  it  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  in  97*3  per  cent  of  cases  the 
first  removal  was  successful. 

The  mortality  was  small,  especially  when  it  is  considered  that 
the  disease  was  by  no  means  of  a very  mild  type.  As  compared 
with  the  mortality  amongst  those  who  were  not  treated  in  hospital 
it  was  very  much  less.  Of  34  persons  who  were  not  removed  4 died, 
a mortality  of  ii  per  cent,  against  2 ’5  in  the  hospital. 

The  advantages  of  removal  to  hospital  are  numerous.  To 
the  infected  member  of  the  family  there  is  the  greater  probability 
of  recovery  from  the  more  careful  treatment  than 
is  possible  in  the  poorer  homes.  The  usual  business  of  the 
household  can  proceed,  children  can  continue  to  attend  school,  and 
the  elder  members  can  continue  their  work,  all  of  which  would  be 
dangerous  were  the  infection  to  remain  in  the  houses. 

The  Extension  of  the  City  Hospital  and 
Ptot^ision  of  a separate  Small  Pox 

Hospital, 

This  matter  has  been  under  consideration  since  November, 
1894,  when  it  was  referred  by  your  Authority  to  the  Sanitary 
Committee,  and  three  reports  were  submitted  to  you  by  that  body 
last  year,  but  none  of  these  met  with  your  approval.  With 
reference  to  the  City  Hospital,  the  experience  of  the  last  epidemic 
of  Scarlet  Fever  shows  that  the  provision  should  be  increased,  so 
as  to  accommodate  at  least  60  adults.  In  November,  1894,  there 
were  132  children  in  the  hospital  buildings.  It  is  also  necessary  to 
enlarge  and  improve  the  building  for  the  Staff.  There  are  now 
only  4 bedrooms  with  no  bath  room,  lavatory,  or  W.C.  accommo- 
dation in  the  house,  and  the  nurses  have  to  sleep  in  unoccupied 
wards  and  use  the  same  baths  as  the  patients.  The  present  mode 
of  discharging  patients  is  unsatisfactory  ; they  have  their  final 
bath  in  the  general  bathroom,  which  is  in  communication  with  the 
wards  and  must  of  necessity  be  infected.  This  is  unsafe,  and 
probably  accounts  for  the  conveyance  of  infection  by  the  patients 
to  their  hornet. 
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A small  building  is  now  generally  provided  for  the  special 
purpose  of  discharging  patients,  containing  an  undressing  room,  a 
bath  room  and  a dressing  room.  Such  a building,  I believe,  is 
urgently  needed. 


As  to  the  provision  of  a separate  Small  Pox  Hospital.  It  is  un- 
doubtedly desirable  to  provide  a building  in  an  isolated  locality  to 
which  cases  of  this  disease  may  be  removed,  especially  considering 
the  large  number  of  unvaccinated  children  in  the  district,  and  I 
have  advised  the  erection  of  a small  hospital,  upon  your  property 
at  Pinley,  in  connection  with  a farm  house  which  might  be  used  as 
an  administrative  building.  I do  not  think,  however,  that  the 
outlay  should,  in  the  first  instance,  be  large,  for  the  experience  in 
Coventry  has  been  that,  if  taken  at  the  outset,  the  disease  has 
been  easily  controlled,  and  kept  within  small  limits.  If,  unfortun- 
ately, the  outbreak  passes  this  stage  and  becomes  general,  any 
permanent  provision  you  might  make  would  not  meet  the  case,  and 
large  temporary  hospitals  w^ould  have  to  be  established.  . 


The  following  is  a return  of  the  number  of  cases  of  small  pox 
occuring  in  the  District  during  the  last  twenty  years  : — 

1877  1882  1883  1884  1885  1888  1893  *^94 

I 4 8 1 1 2 30  22 

During  12  intervening  years  no  case  occurred. 

The  whole  question  was  still  under  consideration  at  the 
termination  of  the  year. 


Dis/nfect/n£f  Station. 


The  following  work  has  been  done  by  the  official  in  charge  of 
this  department : — 

Visits  paid  to  houses  where  infectious  disease 

existed  or  was  suspected  ...  ...  ...  2,250 

Patients  removed  to  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  405 

Houses  disinfected  and  fumigated  ...  ...  367 

Steam  disinfecting  apparatus  used  273  times 
Articles  disinfected  by  steam  ...  ...  ...  9,050 


Exponditute, 

£ s.  d. 

Reports  under  the  Compulsory  Notification 

^Vct  ..»  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 1 ^ ^ 

Disinfector’s  salary  ... 

Horse  Hire 
Disinfectants  ... 

Registrars’  returns  of  deaths 


...78  o o 
...  44  17  o 
...28  5 2 

...  12  to  3 


^£'255  7 5 


insanitary  and  Obstructit^e  Houses. 

Efforts  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  improve  the  lowest 
class  of  dwellings,  the  condition  of  which  forms  one  of  the  most 
difficult  problems  to  be  dealt  with  in  your  district,  As  illustrating 
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this  I may  go  back  to  the  house  to  house  inspection  made  by 
your  officials  in  i8go  which  showed  that  there  wxre  no  less  than 
3,006  houses  without  through- ventilation.  How  slow  and  difficult 
the  progress  is  in  respect  to  these  dwellings  will  be  judged  from 
the  fact  that  since  1890  only  166  dwellings  were  satisfactorily  dealt 
with.  Of  these  81  w^ere  demolished.  As  a matter  of  fact  the 
majority  of  these  3,000  houses  are  incapable  of  being  so  altered 
as  to  constitute  healthy  dwellings. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES  ACT,  1890. 


D uring  the  past  year  the  following  houses  were  certified  as 
unfit  for  habitation,  under  Sec.  30  of  the  above  Act,  some  structural 
alterations  were  made,  and,  with  one  exception,  they  have  been 
re-let.  The  result,  however,  is  not  very  satisfactory  for  the  reasons 
already  mentioned. 

Situation.  Result. 


Nos.  8 & 9,  Court  10,  Jordan  Well.  Improved  and  re-let. 

Nos.  7 & 9,  Court  I,  Swanswell  Place.  Do.  do. 

Nos.  I,  2 & 3,  Court  3,  St.  John’s  St.  No  structural  improvement. 


Nos.  25,  26,  27  & 28,  Court  13, 
St.  John’s  Street. 


No.  5,  Court  13,  St.  John’s  Street. 
No.  I,  Court  3,  Bishop  Street. 

Nos.  13  & one  at  the  rear,  Court  8 
Well  Street. 


These  were  four  back  to 
back  houses.  Each  pair 
was  converted  into  one 
house  with  through  ven- 
tilation. 

Permanently  closed. 

Improved  and  let  again 

A pair  of  back  to  back 
houses  made  into  one  with 
through  ventilation. 


The  following  were  condemned  as  ‘^Obstructive  Houses,'^ 
under  Section  38  of  the  same  Act,  1890. 

Nos.  2,  3,  4,  5,  & 6,  Court  8,  Well  St.  Purchased  and  demolished, 

the  site  being  left  open  as 
air  space. 

No.  2,  Court  7,  Well  Street.  Purchased  for  purposes  of 

demolition. 

Nos.  I,  & 2,  Court  I,  St.  Agnes  Lane.  Purchased  and  demolished, 

site  left  as  air  space. 

Nos.  2,  3 & 4,  Court  7,  Bishop  St.  Purchased  for  purpose  of 

demolition. 

No,  2,  Court  2,  St.  John  St.  Purchased  for  purpose  of 

demolition. 

Nos.  2,  3,  4 & 5,  Court  4,  St.  John  St.  Purchased  for  purpose  of 

demolition. 

Seventeen  houses  were  condemned  as  “ obstructive,”  and  all 
have  been  ordered  to  be  demolished  by  your  Authority.  Eight 
have  been  pulled  down,  and  the  site  upon  which  they  stood  has 
been  left  as  an  open  air  space  ; and  the  remainder  are  in  process  of 
being  dealt  with.  The  amount  to  be  paid  in  respect  to  14  of 
these  houses  has  been  fixed  at  ;^32i. 
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RG^istGred  PiacGS, 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  places  registered  and  under  the 
supervision  of  your  authority  : 

Slaughter  houses,  57;  Bakehouses,  109;  Dairies  and  Milk- 
shops,  106;  Cowsheds,  54;  Common  Lodging  houses,  6; 
Houses  let  out  in  lodgings,  ii,  having  65  separate  dwellings. 
Total,  343. 

During  the  year  T made  an  inspection  and  examination  of  the 
whole  of  these  places  with  the  following  result  : — 

SlaughtGr  HouSGS- — I have  so  frequently  condemned  the 
Slaughter  houses  of  Coventry  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  go  over 
this  ground  again  ; but  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  objections 
which  have  been  so  often  urged  against  them  still  exist,  and 
become  more  accentuated  annually.  With  one  exception  there  is 
not  one  slaughter  house  in  the  district  that  has  been  properly  con- 
structed for  the  purpose,  while  the  majority  are  very  serious 
nuisances  and  detrimental  to  health,  not  only  from  defective 
construction,  but  more  particularly  from  their  close  apposition  to 
the  surrounding  dwellings — indeed,  there  is  not  one  in  which  it 
would  be  possible  to  comply  with  the  bye-laws  made  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  regulating  such  places.  The  need  for  a 
public  Slaughter  house  is  becoming  more  and  more  urgent.  The 
conditions  under  which  it  could  be  established  are  so  favourable, 
that  it  would  be  self-supporting  and  would  be  no  burden  to  the 
ratepayers.  Of  the  57  slaughter  houses  35  could  be  closed  upon 
the  establishment  of  an  abattoir.  Only  22  of  the  old  registered 
places  now  remain. 

A Committee  was  appointed  on  May  2nd,  1893,  to  go  into 
this  matter  and  it  has  been  re-appointed  from  year  to  year  since, 
but  so  far  the  deliberations  of  that  body  have  led  to  no  result. 

Dairies  and  MiikshopSi — I have  found  the  condition  under 
which  milk  is  stored  for  sale  to  be  unsatisfactory.  It  is  sold  in 
the  majority  of  small  provision  shops  and  in  many  cottage 
dwellings.  It  is  frequently  stored  in  the  shop  in  close  proximity 
to  commodities  such  as  paraffin  oil,  or  in  living  rooms  or  in 
passages  or  small  sculleries  in  connection  with  the  living  rooms. 
As  milk  readily  absorbs  pollution  from  the  surrounding  atmosphere, 
and  is  capable  of  conveying  infection  in  this  way,  there  is  con- 
siderable danger  in  its  sale  under  such  conditions.  More  stringent 
regulations  are  required  to  control  its  storage  and  sale  and  to 
confine  it  to  shops  or  houses  where  a proper  dairy  could  be  pro- 
vided for  storage. 

Commoil  Lodgings  Housesi — Some  of  these  are  not  in  a satis- 
factory condition.  The  houses  are  not  suitable  for  the  purpose, 
and  the  proprietors  have  not  sufficient  capital  to  conduct  the 
business  respectably.  The  cubical  capacity  allowed  for  each 
lodger,  250  feet,  is  far  too  limited,  and  should  be  raised  con- 
siderably in  order  to  prevent  overcrowding.  The  bye-laws,  which 
date  back  to  1851,  require  to  be  revised  and  brought  up  to  date. 
No  proceedings  have  been  taken,  but  the  subject  will  require 
attention. 
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Houses  let  out  in  lodgings.— Eleven  houses  let  out  in 

lodging's  containing  66  families  have  been  registered  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  them  under  the  control  of  the  bye-laws.  Bearing  in 
mind  the  nature  of  the  dwellings  they  have  been  fairly  well 
conducted. 

WatGt  Supply, 

The  completion  of  the  new  Waterworks,  in  October,  placed 
the  City  in  a better  condition  in  respect  to  its  water  supply  than 
ever  had  previously  existed. 

In  several  former  reports  I have  directed  your  attention  to 
numerous  defects  in  connection  with  the  old  system.  You  were 
dependent  entirely  upon  one  source  of  supply,  and  that  source  was 
too  limited  to  meet  the  continuous  growth  of  the  City.  The  high 
level  reservoir  was  not  sufficiently  elevated,  so  that  a proportion  of 
the  houses  on  the  higher  positions  could  not  obtain  water  except 
when  the  engines  were  pumping.  This  reservoir  was  exposed  to 
the  air,  and  consequently  a considerable  growth  of  aquatic  vegeta- 
tion took,  place  in  it,  which  was  continually  getting  into  the  pipes 
and  causing  annoyance  and  polluting  the  water.  The  new  works 
entirely  obviate  these  defects.  A second  source  of  supply  has  been 
established,  a well  having  been  sunk  at  Willenhall,  2 miles  south- 
east of  the  City,  in  a separate  valley,  and  consequently  quite 
independent  of  the  Spon  End  springs  and  incapable  of  affecting 
them.  Two  pumping  engines  have  been  put  down,  and  it  is 
estimated  that  about  one  million  gallons  could  be  obtained  from 
that  source  in  the  24  hours.  The  amount  now  being  used  is 

1.200.000  gallons  per  day,  but  some  2,000,000  gallons  could  be 
obtained  from  the  combined  sources,  or  34  gallons  per  head  for 

56.000  persons,  which  is  very  liberal  and  should  be  sufficient  for 
many  years  to  come.  The  springs  and  pumping  engines  are  now 
in  duplicate,  either  set  of  works  being  capable  of  keeping  up  the 
supply  for  a time  if  the  other  failed.  A high  level  reservoir  has 
been  constructed  at  an  elevation  383  feet,  41  feet  above  the  highest 
house  supplied,  so  that  there  ought  to  be  ample  pressure  of  water 
in  the  pipes  in  all  parts  of  the  district.  The  reservoir  is  covered 
from  the  air,  and  has  a capacity  of  3,000,000  gallons,  or  about 
three  days’  supply.  The  new  water  is  of  excellent  quality  and  free 
from  organic  impurity,  but  has  the  disadvantage  of  all  waters 
drawn  from  the  Red  Sandstone  formation  of  being  extremely  hard. 
It  is  estimated  that  the  total  cost  of  the  new  works,  when  quite 
complete,  will  be  ;^67,ooo. 

Water  has  been  laid  on  to  223  additional  houses  and  198 
W.C.’s  during  the  year. 

The  E/ecti-/c  Li^ht, 

The  machinery  and  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  the  Electric 
light  in  the  district  by  your  authority  were  completed  during  the 
year,  and  the  light  is  now  available  to  the  inhabitants  in  the  main 
thoroughfares.  I mention  this  circumstance  to  emphasise  the  fact 
that  this  is  the  only  method  of  artificial  lighting  which  will  bear 
examination  from  an  hygienic  standpoint.  The  combustion  of  gas, 
oil,  or  even  candles,  cannot  take  place  without  robbing  the 


atmosphere  of  the  great  vitalising  element,  oxygen,  at  the  same 
time  polluting  the  air  with  the  products  combustion  which  are 
hi  ghly  injurious  to  health,  especially  as  is  usually  the  case  in  rooms 
where  no  provision  is  made  for  the  rerhoval  of  these  gases.  A single 
burner  consuming  '5  feet  of  gas  per  hour  will'  evolve  as  much 
carbonic  acid  as  16  persons,  besides  sulphurous  acid  and  other 
equally  obnoxious  gases  The  electric  lamp  is  entirely  free  from 
these  objections,  as  it  produces  no  chemical  change  whatever  in  the 
air.  It  is  much  to  be  desired,  therefore,  that  the  cost  of  the  light 
Should  be  so  reduced  that  it  may  be  available  universally. 

The  City  Butial  Grounds. 

" The  following  is  a quotation  from  a Report  made  by  me  to  the 
Sanitary  Committee  bn  the  8th  of  January  1895 

There  are  seven  burial  places  within  the  City  in  which  the 
right  to'  bdry  the  dead  still  exists,  namely— St.  Michael’s  and  St. 
Michael’s  Old  Church  Yards,  Holy  Trinity,  St.  Peter’s,  St.  John’s 
Chiirch  Yards,  The  Quakers’  and  the  Non-conformists’  burial 
grounds  in  Hill  Street.  ; j 

In  none  of  these  places  are  the  ByeTaws,  which  were  made  in 
the  year  1863,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  for  the  regula- 
tibh  of  burial  grounds,  observed.  In  most  of  them  the  whole  of 
the  space  has  been  used,  so  that  fresh  burials  can  only  take  place 
by  opening  up  old  graves.  In  one  grave  which  I saw  open  five 
bodies  had  been  interred.  The  Non-conformists’  ground  is  very 
much  neglected.  I am  convinced  that  these  burial  grounds  should 
be  closed  to  Ml  burials,  whether  in  vaults  or  otherwise.  They  are 
in  vbry  improper  situations,  being  surrounded  by  dwellings  which, 
in  sbmb' 'instances,  constitute,  the  boundary  walls.  Graves  have 
been  Sunk  righCagainst  the'^foundations  of  the  houses.” 

^ Power  is  vested  in  the  Home  Secretary  to  order  an  inquiry 
into  this  matter,  and,  if  necessary,  to  issue  an  order  closing  the 
grounds,  arid  an  application  was  forwarded  to  the  Home  Office 
risking  thrit  such  an  inquiry  should  be  held.  The  subject,  however, 
has  not  yet  been  dealt  with. 

Rofuso  Removal* 

In  my  last  Report  I directed  attention  to  the  necessity  of 
adopting  some  better  system  as  regards  the  removal  of  refuse,  and 
particularly  the  emptying  of  ashpits,  whereby  such  places  would  be 
periodically  cleansed  without  waiting  for  application  from-  the 
inhabitants.  Arrangements  have  since  been  made  to  give  effect  to 
this  suggestion,  and  P am  sure,  if  efficiently  carried  out,  it  will  do 
much  to  prevent  the  pollution  of  the  atmosphere  by  removing  great 
masses  of  filtB  that  have  hitherto  been  allowed  to  remain  for  too 
long  a period  in  the  vicinity  of  the  dwellings. 

During  the  year  14,882  loads  of  ashpit  refuse  were  removed, 
and  were  tipped  on  to  the  Commons  and  other  open  spaces  around 
the  City. 
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No  progress  has  yet  been  made  towards  the  construction  of 
an  apparatus  for  rendering  innocuous  this  mass  of  offensive  matter. 
In  the  month  of  July  the  tip  on  Hearsall  Common  became  most 
offensive,  and  more  especially  the  pool  into  which  the  liquid  filth 
drains.  So  foul  was  this,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Old  Allesley 
Road  complained  of  the  stench,  which  extended  to  their  houses,  a 
distance  of  over  a quarter  of  a mile.  Considerable  difficulty  was 
also  experienced  in  disposing  of  decayed  fish  and  other  refuse  of 
this  description  that  had  previously  been  taken  to  the  Whitley 
Common  tip,  now  closed. 

The  present  syst-em  of  refuse  disposal  is  most  objectionable, 
and  might  easily  be  abolished  by  the  erection  of  destructors.  The 
matter  has  been  before  your  attention  for  many  years,  and  it  is  to 
be  regretted  that  it  has  not  yet  been  dealt  with  in  a manner  more 
worthy  of  the  traditions  of  your  Corporation. 

Sei/i^a^e  NuisatiCGS, 

On  the  9th  of  July  I reported  to  your  Committee  in  regard  to, 
nuisances  created  by  the  Foleshill  Authority  in  allowing  sewage 
matter  to  flow  into  your  District  at  two  points;  one  from  Upper 
Stoke,  near  Geoffrey  Woods  Cross,  and  the  other  near  Kingfields. 
Proceedings  were  taken  before  the  County  Magistrates  for  the,: 
abatement  of  the  latter,  and  the  case  was  adjourned  to  allow  the 
necessary  works  to  be  done.  An  ineffectual  attempt  has  been 
made  to  deal  with  a portion  of  this  sewage,  but  the  more  offensive, 
portion  still  comes  into  your  district  untreated. 

Ti-acfe  NuisancGS* 

I received  a complaint,  signed  by  a number  of  residents  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Raglan  Cycle  Works,  of  the  nuisance  arising 
in  the  manufacture  of  water  gas  at  those  works.  Being  satisfied 
that  a nuisance  was  being  created,  I certified  the  same  to  your 
Committee,  and  proceedings  were  taken  to  obtain  an  order  for  its 
abatement.  The  case  was  adjourned  to  allow  measures  to  be 
adopted  for  the  purpose.  Greater  care  has  since  been  exercised  to 
limit  the  nuisance  as  far  as  possible,  but  no  step  has  been  taken  to 
abolish  it.  In  the  process  of  manufacturing  the  gas,  that  which 
first  comes  off  from  the  coal  and  steam  is  useless,  and  is  discharged 
into  the  outer  air  without  any  kind  of  purification.  It  contains 
much  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  and  is  most  offensive.  I believe  this 
offence  might  be  prevented  by  passing  the  gas  through  lime  as 
in  the  ordinary  process  of  coal  gas  manufacture.  The  process  is 
carried  on  at  several  other  factories  in  your  District,  and  the 
nuisance  is  a growing  one. 

No  proceedings  were  considered  necessary  in  connection  with 
any  other  trade  nuisance  in  the  District  during  the  year,  although 
those  mentioned  in  my  last  Report  are  still  in  existence,  and 
occasionally  make  their  presence  obvious — fish  frying,  cement 
making  for  cycle  tyres,  rag,  bone  and  hide  storing,  &c. 
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The  Condition  of  the  Suburban  District, 

These  have  been  materially  improved  since  they  were  in- 
corporated with  the  City  ; but  much  remains  to  be  done  in  abolish- 
ing’ the  midden  system  that  still  exists,  and  substituting;’  a better 
water  than  that  supplied  from  the  local  wells,  which  is  much 
polluted.  Little  progress  was  made  in  respect  to  this  work  last 
year,  as  you  were  not  in  a position  to  give  an  efficient  water 
supply  to  those  districts.  It  will,  however,  be  proceeded  with  now. 

The  General  Inspection  of  the  District, 

The  Inspection  of  the  District  has  been  carried  out  by  myself 
and  by  the  Inspectors  in  accordance  with  the  system  adopted  for 
many  years.  The  Inspectors’  work  is  done  efficiently  so  far  as  lies 
in  their  power,  and  I believe  that  a higher  standard  is  being 
attained  from  year  to  year  in  respect  to  sanitary  matters  generally, 
and  a better  appreciation  is  being  acquired  by  the  public  of  their 
value.  With  reffirence  to  the  Staff  of  Inspectors  and  their  power 
of  coping  with  the  work  of  the  department,  I must  repeat  my 
observations  of  last  year  upon  this  subject,  which  are  as  follows — 

“ By  an  Order  passed  by  you  29th  April,  1890,  the  Inspectors 
are  required  to  devote  one  half  of  each  day  in  the  regular 
systematic  inspection  of  the  District,  and  this  is  indispensable  in 
order  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  nuisances  ; but  it  is  im- 
possible to  carry  out  this  order  now  for  the  undermentioned 
reasons.  Since  it  was  passed  the  population  has  grown  consider- 
ably, and  the  City  boundaries  have  been  extended.  The  amount  of 
clerical  and  office  work  has  greatly  increased,  for  which  no 
provision  has  been  made.  Many  offices  devolve  solely  upon  the 
Chief  Inspector,  and  many  others  have  been  imposed  upon  him  by 
the  Legislature,  the  duties  of  which  not  unfrequently  consume  the 
whole  of  his  time,  as,  for  instance.  Inspector  of  canal  boats,  ditto 
of  meat  and  food  markets,  ditto  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
ditto  under  the  Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Act,  and  many 
others.  These  offices  are  now  so  multifarious,  and  call  the 
Inspector  so  much  away  from  his  routine  duties,  that  I must  urge 
the  necessity  of  an  addition  to  the  staff  in  order  that  the  systematic 
inspection  of  the  district  may  go  on  uninterruptedly.” 

It  is  the  absence  of  this  systematic  inspection  that  allows 
conditions  to  exist  such  as  described  in  connection  with  the  out- 
break of  fever  in  Chauntry  Place.  As  no  steps  were  taken  upon 
my  former  Report,  I would  again  direct  your  attention  to  the 
matter. 

I remain.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

MARK  FENTON, 


March  i6thy  i8g6. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  RETURN 

OF  THE 

INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1895. 


To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Sir,— 

I beg  to  submit  my  Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  work 
performed  in  this  department  during  the  year  1895. 


DEALT 

Number  of  drains  opened  and  cleansed  from  obstructions 
drains  provided  with  efficient  traps 
sink  drains  disconnected  from  sewer 
new  drains  provided 
houses  cleansed  and  limewashed 
,,  old  and  dilapidated  repaired 
cases  of  overcrowding  remedied  ... 
offensive  privies  converted  into  water  closets 
additional  new  water  closets  provided  ... 
foul  and  defective  water  closets  repaired 
pan  closets  abolished,  and  soil  and  ventilation 
pipes  improved  ... 

Offensive  ashpits  filled  up,  and  the  floors  paved 
urinals  cleansed,  repaired  and  reconstructed 
courts  and  back  yards  paved  and  repaired 
premises  from  which  fowls  have  been  removed., 
nuisances  from  swine  and  swine  styes  abated  .. 
accumulations  of  wash,  manure,  &c.,  removed., 
smoke  nuisances  remedied... 
miscellaneous  sanitary  improvements  effected  .. 


NO.  OF  CASES 
WITH. 

89 

205 

31 
30 
255 

9 
3 

10 

11 

488 
7 

77 
35 
40 
19 

49 
61 

6 
40 


1465 

In  addition  to  the  above,  a large  number  of  nuisances  have 
been  abated,  and  sanitary  works  performed  at  the  verbal  request 
of  the  Inspector  without  issuing  the  statutory  notice. 


Bakehouses. — The  total  number  of  Bakehouses  on  the 
register  is  now  109.  The  visits  paid  to  Bakehouses  numbered  21 1, 
These  have  been  generally  found  in  good  condition, 
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Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Miikshops.— There  are  now  io6 

dairies  and  miikshops  and  54  cowsheds  in  the  district.  During  the 
year  390  visits  were  paid  to  the  dairies  and  miikshops,  and  220 
visits  to  the  cowsheds. 

SlaughterhouseSi — The  slaughterhouses  have  been  regularly 
inspected,  and  the  Bye-laws  enforced  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  the 
nature  of  the  trade  and  the  constviiction  of  these  btiildingSy  maiiy  of 
which  are  old,  diiay>idaied^  and  structurally  unfitted  for  use  as 
slaughterhouses  or  the  processes  incidental  to  slaughtering. 

Total  number  of  slaughterhouses  on  Register  ....  57 

,,  ,,  ,,  discontinued...  2 

,,  ,,  applications  for  Registrations 

refused  ..  ...  ...  i 

,,  ,,  inspections  ...  ...  ...  778 

Legal  proceedings  were  necessary  in  one  case.  The  occupier 
of  a slaughterhouse  was  summoned  and  ordered  to  pay  is.  6d. 
penalties  and  costs  for  violation  of  the  Bye-laws.  , 

Contagious  Diseases  (Animais)  Acts  and  Orders  of  the 
Board  of  AgricuiturCi — There  has  been  no  outbreak  of  swine 
fever  in  the  district  during  the  year,  although  several  suspected 
cases  have  been  investigated. 

The  district  is  not  entirely  free  from  parasitic  mange,  twelve 
cases  having  occured  during  the  year.  There  was  one  prosecution 
for  failing  to  notify  the  existence  of  this  disease,  and  the  defendant 
was  ordered  to  pay  2s.  6d.  costs. 

Inspection  and  Registration  of  Canal  Boats.— During  the 
year  145  canal  boats  have  been  inspected  ; the  number  of  boats 
now  on  the  Register  is  229,  seven  having  been  examined  and 
registered  during  the  past  year.  Infringements  of  the  Canal  Boats 
Acts  and  Regulations  were  reported  as  follows  : — registration  i, 
failing  to  notify  change  of  master  4,  absence  of  certificate  i, 
certificate  not  identifying  owner  with  boat  2,  marking  2,  non- 
separation of  the  sexes  2,  want  of  cleanliness  and  proper 
ventilation  and  water  vessel  3.  These  contraventions  were 
remedied  and  no  legal  proceedings  taken.  The  cabins  were  found 
to  be  occupied  by  194  men,  68  women,  and  80  children. 

On  November  14th,  John  Brydone,  Esq.,  H.M.  Chief  Inspector 
under  the  Canal  Boats  Acts,  paid  his  annual  visit  here  and 
examined  the  visiting  books,  journal  and  registers  under  the 
above  Acts,  and  expressed  himself  satisfied  with  the  work  of  Canal 
Boat  inspection  as  carried  out  by  this  Authority. 

Common  Lodging-Housos. — There  are  six  registered  common 
lodging  houses  within  the  district.  These  have  been  periodically 
inspected  by  day  and  night.  No  case  of  infectious  disease  was 
reported. 
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Houses  Let  in  Lodgings.— 

Total  number  of  houses  registered  ...  ...  ii 

,,  ,,  rooms'let  separately  as  dwellings  66 

,,  ,,  visits  paid  ...  ..  ...  48 

,,  ,,  houses,  registered  during  the  year  4 

Unwholesome  Food* — One  carcase  of  beef,  dressed  as  if  in 
preparation  for  sale,  and  two  obmutton  were  seized  and  condemned 
as  being  unfit  for  human  food. 

Magisterial  proceedings  were  taken  in  one' case;  followed  by  a 
conviction  and  fine. 

Registered  Places.— 

Total  number  of  registered  places  under  supervision  343 
,,  ,,  visits  paid  ...  ...  . ...  ...  1782 

Summary  of  Work  done  by  Inspectors.— 

Number  of  premises  visited  ...  ...  ...  10300 

,,  notices  issued  for  the  abatement 

- of  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  1123 

,,  summonses  issued  for  non-com- 

pliance with  notices  served  to 
abate, nuisances  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  , nuisances  remaining  unabated 

after  expiration  of  notice  ..  5 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act.— 

Eighty-seven  samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  were  purchased  by 
the  Inspector  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst,  who  certified  that  seventy  were  genuine  and 
seventeen  adulterated. 

Of  the  46  samples  of  milk  analysed,  9 samples  or  19  % were 
found  to  be  adulterated  ; two  of  these  samples  had  been  both 
watered  and  creamed.  In  addition  to  these,  others  were  found  to 
be  of  suspiciously  low  quality. 

The  samples  of  butter  numbered  16,  all  of  which  were 
genuine. 

Of  the  9 samples  of  spirits,  six  samples — 5 of  whiskey  and  i 
of  rum — had  been  diluted  to  below  the  authorised  limit. 

In  one  sample  of  tinned  green  peas  examined,  traces  of  copper 
were  found. 

Magisterial  proceedings  were  instituted  against  1 1 offenders, 
who  were  ordered  to  pay  in  the  aggregate  ;^28  14s.  od,  penalties 
and  costs. 
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No. 

Samples. 

Article. 

No. 

Genuine. 

No. 

Adulter- 

ated. 

15 

iMilk 

12 

3 

4 

Butter  , . 

4 

9 

Spirits  . . 

3 

6 

Quarter  ending 

1 

Mustard 

1 

25th  March,  1895. 

1 

Pepper  . . 

1 

2 

Sweets  . . 

2 

1 

Compound  Tincture  Camph’r 

1 

1 

Tinned  Green  Peas 

0 

1 

Quarter  ending 

June,  1895. 

11 

Milk 

8 

3 

6 

Butter  . . 

6 

Quarter  ending 
September,  1895. 

1 

1 

1 

Mustard 

Pepper  . . 

Lard 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Seidlitz  Powders 

0 

1 

1 

Magnesia 

1 

20 

Milk 

17 

3 

6 

Butter  . . 

6 

Quarter  ending 
Dec.  31st,  1895. 

1 

1 

1 

Mustard  . . 

Pepper  . . . . 

Ginger  .. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Sugar  . . 

1 

1 

Arrowroot 

1 

87 

70 

17 
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Magisterial  Proceedings. 


No.  oj 
Cases. 

Complaint . 

Result 

Total  Cost. 

£ s.  d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

I 

Selling  adulterated  milk 

Fined  i 0 0 & costs 

2 

3 

0 

2 

11  ?■  M 

II  I 0 0 II 

2 

3 

0 

3 

II  II  II  

■1  I 0 0 -1 

2 

5 

0 

4 

II  M II  

II  coo  II 

6 

RS 

0 

5 

;i  ri  I 

II  100  II 

2 

4 

0 

6 

II  II  II  

II  100  ,1 

2 

2 

0 

7 

II  II  whiskey 

II  100  II 

2 

7 

6 

8 

II  II  II 

II  I 0 0 .1 

2 

5 

0 

9 

II  II  II  

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

lO 

II  II  ‘1 

II  100  II 

2 

3 

0 

1 1 

II  II  Rum 

||  TOO  II 

2 

5 

0 

I 2 

In  possession  of  unsound  meat 

1— 1 

0 

0 

I 

H 

6 

IJ 

Breach  of  Contagious  Dis- 

eases  (Animals)  Acts  

I 

2 

6 

14 

Nuisance,  non-compliance 

Summons  with- 

[with  notice 

drawn,  work  done 

0 

7 

0 

15 

n II  II 

II  II 

0 

8 

6 

16 

II  II  1! 

II  II 

17 

II  '1  II 

Adjourned  3 rnths 

to  allow  necessary 

alterations  to  be 

made 

18 

Breach  of  Slaughterhouse 

Fined  i 0 0 & costs 

I 

10 

0 

[Bye-laws 

'9 

II  II  II 

l-H 

0 

0 

I 

1 1 

6 

20 

Offensive  trade  nuisance,  tripe 

Summons  with- 

boiling  

drawn,  necessary 

alterations  made 

0 

6 

0 

2 1 

Offensive  trade  nuisance,  rag 

and  bone  store  

II  II 

0 

14 

6 

22 

Offensive  trade  nuisance, 

water  gas  making  

Adjourned  sine.  die. 

1 

I 

0 

£zi  lo  o 


WILLIAM  H.  CLARKE, 

Cert.  San.  Inst. 
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